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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL WESTERN

ZONE BENCH, PUNE T

INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATION NO 11 OF 2026 /. /"
IN

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO 131 OF 2025
Vandana Chavan and Ors )-..Applicants
VERSUS

Pune Municipal Corporation and Ors. )...Respondents

ADDITIONAL AFFIDAVIT OF THE APPLICANT NO.1

. I, Vandana Chavan, Indian adult residing at C-801, Oakwood Hills CHS,

Oppo Pancard Club, Baner, Pune 411045, the Applicant No.1 in OA No.
131/2026 and the Respondent No. 1 in IA No. 11 of 2026 do hereby state

on solemn affirmation.

. I'say that I have read a copy of IA No. 11/2026 as well the subsequent A

filed by the Pune Municipal Corporation and am conversant with the
contents of the said Application and have filed my Affidavit in Reply to

said IA. I have also read the affidavit of the Respondent MoEFCC. Thus. |
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am competent to depose by way of the present affidavit on behalf of the

Respondent No. 1-3 in the said matter. 2

- At the outset, I reiterate cach and every averment, contention. allegation

i3
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and/or submission made by the Pune Municipal Corporation. I say nothing B

should be deemed to have been admitted by me for lack of specific denial

unless the same is specifically admitted by me hercinafter.

- I'say that I am filing the present Affidavit to put on record some additional

documents necessary for this Hon’ble Tribunal to consider while

adjudicating the present OA and IA.

. Insay that RTI replies received by the Applicant No. 2 confirm that a letter

dated 14.01.2026 was once again issued by the Assistant Chief Engineer
of the Water Resources Department to the Municipal Commissioners of
the Respondent No. 1 and 2 stating,

“Water Resources Department has received complaints against the said
project. Accordingly, it is stated that while implementing the said project,
massive dumping is being done on the riverbed causing reduction in the

cross-sectional area of the river leading to erosion of river’s flood carrying

capacity”...



N

»

£

“In Water Resources Dept's Gov. Circular Di. 03/05/2018, at reference

No. 3 above, details have been given at para 7 and 8 regarding use of

Prohibitive and Restrictive Zones and in para 9, directions are given that

said_uses should not cause any obstruction to the flow of river and

precautions should be taken that the cross-section of the river is not

changed. While according environmental clearance to this project,

government has mentioned in B. SEIAA Conditions at point No. 3 that,

the conditions in the said circular must be strictly followed.

Therefore, in_context of the complaints received regarding improper

execution of the said project, you are requested to see to it that precautions

need to be taken so that carrying capacity of the river is not reduced and

cross-section of the river is not altered anmywhere.

A copy of the letter dated 14.1.2026 which has been annexed hereto and
marked as Annexure A-1. It is submitted that this letter confirms the
averment of the Applicants that there is evident disturbance/alteration to
the cross-sectional flow area of the rivers and their flood carrying capacity

due to the ongoing construction work of the RFD project.

. I also wish to bring on record a communication of MERI dated 6.1.2025

addressed to the Chief Engincer of the Water Resources Department

reporting its findings on the accuracy of the existing flood lines of the

323



Mula, Mutha and Mula Mutha rivers in Pune‘,- Thcsald letter, after
providing a technical explanation and citing relé'\}aht'aresults of its
hydrological analysis of the Mula, Mutha and Mula Mutha rivers has stated
that the flood value of the Blue Linc of the Mulla-Mutha river confluence
should be doubled from 3343.96 CuMecs. (1,18,000 CuSecs.) to 6654.30
CuMecs. (2,34,963 CuSecs.) and the flood value of the Red Floodline
should be almost tripled, from 4760.89 CuMecs. (1,68,000 CuSecs.) to
12,868.80 CuMecs. (4,54,108 CuSecs.). A copy of the communication
submitted by MERI on 06.01.2025 to the Chief Engineer of the Water
Resources Department, along with its English translation has been annexed

hereto and marked as Annexure A-2.

. It is pertinent to note that the term “flood value” is a hydrological measure
of the quantity or volume of a flood, and the flood value shown by the blue
line shows the level of a flood that may occur once in 25 years and
demarcates the areas likely to be affected by a flood that may occur once
in 25 years, while the Red flood line records the level of a flood that may
occur once in 100 years and the areas likely to be affected by a flood that

may occur once in 100 years.

. It is therefore submitted that the corrections in flood value recommended

by the MERI, if adopted by the Water Resources Department, will result



in the existing flood lines of Pune City being altcr(é‘d s&grﬁﬁcamtlylt is
submitted that the said communication cstablishes é;ld-fl:)eavr’s., out the
concerns and grievances of the Applicants regarding alterations in the flood
carrying capacity of the rivers flowing through Pune City and the
debilitating and permanent harm that will be caused if the RFD project
reduces the cross sectional flow of the Mula, Mutha Mula-Mutha and
Indrayani rivers in contravention of the circular of the Water Resources
Department dated 3.5.2018. 1 therefore request that this communication
should be closely considered by this Hon’ble Court while passing orders

and directions in the present matter.

. Lastly I'say that Pune city witnessed debilitating pluvial floods on 2™ April

2026 due to heavy rainfall of 84 mm across only 2 hours. The floods
inundated major arterial roads and submerged vehicles entirely, and there
was destruction of property in terms of falling of trees and collapsing of
walls reported at various locations across the city. Press coverings of the
said flooding on 2nd April 2026 with pictures have been annexed hereto as
Annexure A-3. It is submitted that the said incident confirms the inherent
nature of Pune being flood prone city, not only due to its geographic
location and its propensity to receive heavy rainfall, but also due to its
multiple rivers flowing through the city. The rainfal] on 2nd of April also

proves the conclusion of The Energy and Resources Institute that, there

325



326

will 37.5% rise in annual rainfall with more occurrences of cloud bursts in

Pune.

\ b
L

10. T say that this Hon’ble Tribunal should not entertain the present
Interlocutory Application, which deserves to be dismissed in limine and
should grant the Original Applicants the prayers and interim reliefs sought

therein.

~

N

Solemnly Affirmed at Pune ) W

Dated this Day of April 2026 ) Deponent

Vandana Chavan

Identified by me

RONITA BHATTACHARYA

Advocate for the Respondents 1-3

in 1A 11/2026 8EF
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Government of Maharashtra
Water Resources Department
Maharashtra Krishna Valley Development Corporation, Pune
Chief Engineer (Irrigation) Water Resources Department, Pune
Sinchan Bhawan, Barne Road, Mangalwar Peth, Pune 411011
Phone Nos. 020-26120505, 26125074 Email ID:cewrdpune@gmail.com

Outward No.: H3I(STH)/b131-3/331-4/URM-6/0301/2026 Dt.: 14/01/2026

To,

1. Commissioner,
Pune Municipal corporation.
2. Commissioner,

Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation.
Subject:

Regarding River Front Development Project on Mula and Mutha Rivers
flowing through Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad Cities.

References:

1. Water Resources Dept. Gov. Circular No. tgﬁ R0%¢/(3¢RROY)/H (Hga), Dt.
03/05/2018.

2. Letter from this office, vide outward No. H3{(STH)/BT3H-3/334-U/URI-&/0£0/3034
Dt. 05/05/2025.

3. Letters from Mr. Sarang Yadwadkar Dt. 15/04/2025 and 05/05/2025.

4. Letter from this office, vide outward No. H3{(STH)/bT31-/33-W/URI-§//3R¥2/034
Dt. 06/08/2025.

The project of River Front Development on Rivers Mula, Mutha etc. is under
progress by Pune Municipal Corporation and Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal
Corporation. As per our observations of actual ongoing work and the complaints
received, we have communicated to you to take certain precautions vide letter

referred at Sr. No. 1 above.

Water Resources Department has received complaints against the said project.
Accordingly, it is stated that while implementing the said project, massive
dumping is being done on the riverbed causing reduction in the cross-sectional area

of the river leading to erosion of river’s flood carrying capacity.
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In this context, it is already communicated to you that during implementation,
precautions are to be taken that there is no reduction in the cross-section of river
and carrying capacity of the river should not be reduced. It also has been
communicated to you that the project should be executed scientifically so that
natural cross-sections, natural riverbanks as well as biodiversity suffer minimal
harm.

In Water Resources Dept’s Gov. Circular Dt. 03/05/2018, at reference No. 3
above, details have been given at para 7 and 8 regarding use of Prohibitive

and Restrictive Zones and in para 9, directions are given that said uses should

not cause any obstruction to the flow of river and precautions should be taken

that the cross-section of the river is not changed. While according

environmental clearance to this project, government has mentioned in B.

SEIAA Conditions at point No. 3 that, the conditions in the said circular must

be strictly followed.

Therefore, in context of the complaints received regarding improper execution of

the said project, you are requested to see to it that precautions need to be taken so

that carrying capacity of the river is not reduced and cross-section of the river is

not altered anywhere.

Original copy is approved by Hon. Chief Engineer.
S. D. Jadhav
Asst. Chief Engineer (WRD)
Water Resources Dept, Pune
Copy to: Superintending Engineer, Pune Irrigation Circle, Pune for information
and further action.

Copy to: Executive Engineer, Khadakwasla Irrigation Division, Pune/Pune

[rrigation Division for information and further action.
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Department of Water Resources
Director General
(Design, Training, Hydrology, Research and Safety)
MERI Campus, Dindori Road, Nashik 422 004 (M. S.)
Phone No.: 0253-2970619/2530628
Email: dgdthrs.nashikwrd@maharashtra.gov.in/patodgmeri@gmail.com

Web: www.merinashik.org

Outward No.: AH/AUSEY/3{T-&/0/T 04 Dt.: 06/01/2025

To,
Chief Engineer (Water Resources),
Department of Water Resources,

Pune.

Sub.: Regarding flood study report to review the flood values of the rivers in
Pune as discussed in the meeting of the Expert Committee held under the
chairmanship of Additional Chief Secretary in light of the PIL No.
36/2021: Mr. Sarang Yadwadkar Vs. State Gov. of Maharashtra and
Others to redefine the flood lines (Blue and Red) in Pune.

Ref.:

1. Minutes of the first meeting (Dt. 26/07/2024 at 03.05 pm by VC) to review
Pune flood lines held under chairmanship of Additional Chief Secretary
(Water Resources).

2. Minutes Dt. 04.09.2024 of the second meeting (Dt. 19/08/2024 at 03.05 pm
by VC) to review Pune flood lines held under chairmanship of Additional
Chief Secretary (Water Resources).

3. Letter from the office of the Director General, MERI Nashik, #5/dUsidy/31-
&/R&/IT 0% Dt. 23/08/2024.

4. Letter from the office of the Director General, MERI Nashik, #3/dUsrRig/sil-
&/23/F 0% Dt. 18/09/2024.

5. Letter from the office of the Director General, MERI Nashik, #8/dUsdy/31-
&/2R%8/T 0% Dt. 03/10/2024.

6. Minutes of the meeting held through VC on 29/10/2024 at 3 pm.
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7. Letter from the office of the Director General, MERI Nashik, #5/dUsdy/31-
&/280/F 0¥ Dt. 04/11/2024.

8. Email Dt. 04/11/2024 from the office of the Superintending Engineer Pune
Irrigation Circle, Pune.

9. Letter from the office of the Director General, MERI Nashik, #5/dUsdy/31-
&/¥/ATRo¥ Dt. 11/11/2024.

10.Minutes Dt. 29/11/2024 of the meeting (Dt. 13/11/2024 at 03.30 pm by VC)
to review Pune flood lines held under chairmanship of Additional Chief
Secretary (Water Resources).

11.Letter No. 5182, Dr. 27/11/2024 from the Chief Engineer, Water Resources
to the Director General MERI, Nashik, to provide supporting system.

12.Letter from the office of the Director General, MERI Nashik, #3/dUsrig/sil-
&/QW&/TT 0% Dt. 09/12/2024.

13.Letter No. 55523, Dr. 18/12/2024 from the Chief Engineer, Water Resources
to the Director General MERI, Nashik, to provide supporting system.

14 Minutes Dt. 23/12/2024 of the meeting (Dt. 19/12/2024 at 03.00 pm by VC)
to review Pune flood lines held under chairmanship of Additional Chief
Secretary (Water Resources).

As stated above, the fourth meeting to review the Pune flood lines was convened
under the chairmanship of the Additional Chief Secretary (Water Resources) on
Dt. 19/12/2024 through VC. As per the discussions in the meeting and according
to the information provided by the Chief Engineer, WRD Pune, storm values
and their divisions are not yet available from the Indian Meteorological Dept.
for the catchment areas of Pune rivers. Therefore, the Chief Additional
Secretary- Water Resources directed to consider the storm values available in
PMP Atlas for Krishna Basin for computation of flood values to present the
primary flood studies.

As per these directions, according to the information provided by you and the
divisions of the catchment areas of the rivers in Pune city, computation of the
flood has been done for Blue Line and Red Line.

While computing the flood values for Blue and Red Lines, the directions in the
circular issued by the Director General, MERI are followed. As per the said
circular, as there is some difference in the computation methods for Blue and
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Red Lines, two separate primary study reports are prepared to compute the flood
of 1 in 25 yrs frequency for Blue Line and 1 in 100 yrs frequence for Red Line.

Primary Flood Study Report for Blue Line:

The Primary Flood Study Report for Blue Line is attached with the letter. As per
the circular of the Director General, MERI Nashik, while calculating the flood
for 1:25 frequency for Blue Line, if the study catchment area is less than 5000
Sq. Km., the flood calculation is to be done without considering the upstream
dams. For the said study, as the total catchment area is 2145 2145 Sq. Km.,
which is less than 500 Sq. Km., the floods are calculated without considering the
upstream dams. According to the information provided by you at regional level,
said catchment area is divided in 10 parts for flood calculations. After
delineation as per the ARC-GIS computer system said catchment is divided in to
10 parts. Thereafter it’s Physiographic Parameters are calculated with ARC-GIC
computer system and with the help of the Physiographic Parameters, Synthetic
Unit Hydrograph is prepared as per the Flood Estimation Report (3h) published
by the Central Water Commission.

Storm values and its division has been taken as per the instructions given in the
meeting at reference 14 from PMP Atlas for Krishna Basin.

Quasi-distributed Hydrological Model was prepared after filling in the above
data in ‘HEC-RAS’ computer system. Muskingham Channel Routing method
was also adopted in it. The conclusions have been drawn after running the above
mentioned Quasi-distributed Hydrological Model. The conclusions are as
mentioned in the chart below. The flood values may be revised after receiving
the storm values and their divisions for catchment areas Pune City from the
Indian Meteorological Dept., New Delhi.



340

1:25 FREQUENCY FLOOD
Discharge in  Cumecs Catchment Area in Sq.Km Remark
Locations- . Discharge | Discharg
i:’ Dam/Confluen J:;nt from ing Final Lumped Intercep
o ce ® | Elements | Reach @loint Self Reach | Reach | Reach | Total | Free tod
Catchment
) () 3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)
1 | Panshet Dam JNA SBA - 1029.00 1029.00 0 0 0 119.21 119.21 0
2 7. -
- g::"‘g““ inB S9B 102730 | 102730 0 0 0 131.08 | 131.08 0
3 | TemgharDam | INC SBC - 362.60 362.60 0 0 0 36.61 36.61 0
4 | Khadakwasla IND SBD + R1,R2 & 1299+820+828+247= 3195 but
Dam (R1+R2+R3 | R3 I . due to different Peak Periods
) 3023.20 1299.50 820.10 | 828.60 | 247.40 | =51.0! | 264.14 | 286.90 @joint flood value is 3023.20
5 | Mutha pre- JNG | SBG+(R4) | R4 Before Confluence of Mutha
Confluence 3050.80 676.40 2751.00 0 0 730643 185.39 | 551.04 | River with Mula river -
with Mula river S
6 | Mulshi Dam INE SBE . 1947.40 1947.40 0 0 0 240.5 249.57 0 -
7 | Mula pre- JNH | SBH+(R5) | RS Before Confluence of Mula River
Confluence iy 790 40 with Pawana river
“ with Pawana 2796.80 1457.10 1384.00 0 0 729,60 479.90 249.70
[ river .
|
8 | PawanaDam | JNF SBF . 112350 | 1123.50 0 0 0 | 11386 | 11386 | 0 -
9 | Pawanapre- INI | SBI+(R6) | R6 Before Confluence of Pawana
Confluence 1737.80 1102.20 657.70 0 0 S01.39 | 387.53 113.86 | River with Mula river
with Mula river _—
10 | Mundhwa KT JNJ SBJ + R7,R8 & -
Weir (Mun | (R7+R8+R9 | R9 e
dhwa ) 6654.00 491,70 295400 | 77 “ ol 2144.88 | 177.59 | 1967.29
KT
Weir)
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As per the guidelines in the circular from Director General, MERI Nashik,
regarding flood for Blue Line, the calculated flood value is to be compared with
‘1.5 times the flood carrying capacity of the established river channel’ and the
Blue Line is to be finalised for the highest value. Accordingly, the flood value
for the Blue Line is to be finalised after comparing with the 1.5 times flood
values mentioned by you at the regional level.

Primary Flood Study Report for Red Line:

The Primary Flood Study Report for Red Line is attached with the letter. The
flood for 100 yr frequency is to be calculated as per the circular of the Director
General, MERI Nashik. To do that, we need to consider, “For Rivers with
Dams:- Spillway Design Flood plus 100 years return period flood from free
catchment area below dam up to point of study”. Panshet, Warasgaon, Temghar,
Khadakwasla, Mulshi and Pawan are the important dams on the upstream in the
said catchment area. Their classification as per the information received and
according to IS 11223-1985 is as under:

—

Sr. i g
Lowest Hydraul ross
" ydraulic .
No. am RBL FRL Head (m) (S[::Eage T)'PeF(;f [:’eslgn
M) 00
\‘
: > 3 4 5 s | 5
Panshet Dam 58032 | 63627 | 5595 310,61 #
7 .
2| Warosgaon Dam 571943 | 6395 60.07 37536 | pmp |
3 | Temghar Dam 641.56 706.5 64.94 107.96 o
| KhadskwashDam | Ssads | sgoa7 | o i
\ N *.
S | Mulshi Dam NA 60 . — -
A NaW SV
o oodivm | 7.1 NA. 747.00 PMF
PovamaDan | 57942 | 61447 | 350
. 305.00 PMF

As according to the chart, the storage capacity of ell these dams is more than 60
million Cu. M., all dams are to be considered for ‘Probable Maximum Flood’
and the study for the free catchment area on the downstream of the dams is done
for the flood at 1:100 frequency.

As per the information provided by you at the regional level, the calculation for
the floods is done from the catchment area divided in ten parts. Said catchment
area is divided in ten parts after ‘Delineation’ as per ARC-GIS programme.
Thereafter their ‘Physiographic Parameters’ are calculated with the help of
ARC-GIS. With the help of these ‘Physiographic Parameters’ and as per the
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‘Flood Estimation report (3h)’ published by Central Water Commission, New
Delhi, a Synthetic Unit Hydrograph has been prepared and used.

Storm values and their division has been taken from ‘PMP Atlas for Krishna

Basin’ as instructed in the meeting referred above at Sr. No. 14.

After feeding all above information in ‘HEC-HMS’ computer programme,
‘Quasi-distributed Hydrological Model’ is prepared. Muskingham Channel
Routing method was adopted in it. The conclusions have been drawn after
running the ‘Quasi-distributed Hydrological Model” which are given in the chart
below. The flood values may change after getting the storm values and their
divisions from the Indian Meteorological Dept., New Delhi.
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1:100 FREQUENCY FLOOD
pRo® = inSoKm | Remark
[ Discharge in Cumecs Catchment Area in Sq. ) mark -
: Locations- Discharge
| Sr. Reaches Lumped Intercep
:, No. Da::/n(ioenll Joint No Discharging El:::'el:m th'n Self Reach Reach Reach Total Free ted
E @Joint Catchment ) (%) B
L @ (3)_ (4) (5) (©6) ] 0
ol [Hcongy INA - SBA 203600 | 2036.00 0 0 0 tiv2t | 11921 R
2| Jarasgaon | pp - SBB 2041.00 | 2041.00 0 0 0 o | 13108 0 - )
i IT):';S"" INC . SBC 71380 | 713.80 0 0 0 3001 | 3661 0 -
4 | Khadakwas 4014~ 1639+ 1663 - 495
7812 but duse to different Peak
la Dam mp | RLR2& SBD+ | 941000 | 401400 | 163990 | 166370 | 49520 s | 26814 | 28690 | Lo e el value is
R3 (R1+R2+R3) : peric
| 5 | Mutha pre- Before Confluence of Mutha
River with Mula river-
Confluence | NG R4 SBG+(R4) | 721380 | 98440 | 676420 | O 0 18539 | 5s1.04 | Free Catchment
river ‘ [ 1 -
r - | I |
B jibuces INE - SBE 387070 | 3870.70 o | 0 0 24957 | 0
7 | Mula pre- ‘ ] i Before Confluence of Mula
| Confluence ‘ 3 : ‘ River with Pawana river -
s with INH RS SBH+ (RS) | 451760 | 180140 | 279860 0 0 7 | 479.90 | 249.70 | i.eMula Free Caichmen:
| Pawana ' ' i
river | ! 1 | ',~___4_., —
& [ Pavana E i SBF 233610 | 233600 | 0 | 0 0 ‘l 1386 | o |
"9 | Pawana ] ‘. . | Before Confluence of Powans
! pre- ‘ | ! | | River with Mulariver -
i Confluence | NI R6 SBI+(R6) | 272010 | 136470 | 140280 0 o 387.53 | 11386 | iePawana Frec Cachment
; with Mula { { { !
i river | l | R -
- 10 | Mundhwa 1 NJ 5 ; . | | r e
1 Xrer i e || o R 12868.00 = 69390 | 698120 = 4069.50 248270 | 214488 17759 | 1967.29

Weir)

|
|
{
|
1

(R7+R8+R9)
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The values for Red Flood Line need to be finalised as mentioned above by the
Chief Engineer, Water resources, Pune.

According to the information provided by you, as per ‘Annexure-C’ from the
minutes of the meeting at reference No. 2 above, the information regarding Blue
and Red lines 1s given as per the markings in the present study area.

In the above table, the present flood value of Blue Line at Mundhwa KT Wier is
3343.96 CuMecs (1,18,000 CuSecs.). This value should be 6654.30 CuMecs.
(2,34,814 CuSecs.). Current flood value for Red Line is 4760.89 CuMecs.
(1,68,000 CuSecs.) as per study, it is 12,868.80 CuMecs. (4,54,108 CuSecs.).

It is still pending to finalise the Blue Flood Line for the Highest Flood Value as
per the study of this office after comparing with ‘1.5 times the flood carrying
capacity of the established river channels’ as per the circular from the Director
General of MERI, Nashik. The verification of this primary study from °‘the
‘National Institute of Hydrology, Roorkee’ is pending. Therefore, comparison of
the values could not be correct.

The Primary Study of the Blue and Red Lines attached with this letter should be
sent to ‘National Institute of Hydrology, Roorkee’ by the Chief Engineer, Water
Resources, Pune after verification as decided in the meeting (Dt. 19.08.2024 at
04.30 pm on VC) for further action of finalization.

Attached: As above. P. G. Mandade
Director General,
Planning. Training, Hydrology, Research and Safety, Nashik

Copies to:

Managing Director, Maharashtra Krisha Valley Development Corporation, Pune
for information and further action.

Chief Engineer and Joint Secretary, Water Resources Dept., Mantralaya for
information and further action.

Chief Engineer, Hydrology & Dam Safety, Nashik for information & further
action.

Superintending Engineer, Support Analysis Circle, Nashik for information and
further action.

Superintending Engineer, Pune Irrigation Circle, Nashik for information and
further action.

Executive Engineer, Hydraulic Planning Division (Floods), for information and
further action.



COMPARISON BETWEEN CURRENT AND NEW FLOOD VALUES
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RIVER FLOOD VALUE FOR RED LINE FLOOD VALUE FOR BLUE LINE
CURRENT CuMecs. NEW CuMecs. CURRENT CuMecs. NEW CuMecs.
MUTHA 2835 7213.80 1700 3050.80
MULA (Up to Pawana) 1670 4517.60 1536 2796.80
MULA-MUTHA 4762 12868.00 3345 6654.00
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PUNE/MET.

Friday, April 03, 20

FIRST VOICE.LAST WORD.

{ ONE RAIN-RELATED DEATH REPORTED }

Pune records wettest
April day in 130 years

Gayatri Vajpeyee

puneletters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: A woman was killed and
two other persons were injured
after a tree collapsed on Sinha-
gad road as Pune witnessed its
highest-ever single-day rainfall
for April, with the unseasonal
downpour crippling normal life
across the city on Wednesday.
The woman, Ranjana Nav-
nath Giri, died near Navshya
Maruti temple after a tree in the
vicinity got uprooted by strong
winds and heavy rain. Two other
persons suffered injuries and
were rushed to a nearby hospi-
tal. According to the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD),
Shivajinagar recorded 65 mm
rainfall — the highest-ever for a
single day in April — surpassing
- the previous record of 51.1 mm

set on April 4, 1896.

The intense spell, accompa-
nied by gusty winds and thun-
derstorms, caused widespread
disruption with waterlogging,
trees falling and traffic snarls
reported across Pune and Pim-
pri-Chinchwad. As per civic data,
some areas witnessed over 100
mm rainfall within an hour, with
Khadakwasla (104.2 mm) and
Sinhagad road (100.2 mm)
recording ‘cloudburst-like’ con-
ditions. Emergency services
were stretched as the fire bri-
gade responded to over 80 inci-
dents of treefall in Pune and
additional calls from Pimpri-
Chinchwad. The IMD has issued
a yellow alert for April 3, fore-
casting light to moderate rainfall
with thunderstorms, although
the intensity is expected to
reduce from April 4. 5P3

MEHENDRA KOLHE/HT

Over 145 |ocations
waterlogged

PUNE: Intense unsea-
sonal rain brought Pune
to a standstill on
Wednesday, exposing
gaps in the Pune Munici-
pal Corporation’s pre-
monsoon preparedness
as waterlogging, falling
trees and traffic snarls
were reported across the
city. The rain paralysed
traffic and inundated
roads, causing water to
enter homes and shops.
Waterlogging  was
reported at 145 locations
whereas 82 incidents of
treefall fall were
recorded. 5P3

6



Times NEws NETWORK

Pune: A sharp, intense spell
of rain lasting nearly two ho-
urs on Thursday afternoon
threw life out of gear across
the city, dumping 84mm rain
over NDA and 65mm in Shiva-
jinagar, catching people off
guard and triggering wide-
spread waterlogging, traffic
snarls and power outage.

The sudden downpour tur-
ned fatal in the Parvati area,
where a60-year-old flower ven-

» Marathwada lightning
death toll rises to four, P 3

84mm rain in 2 hours: 1 killed, city"
roads waterlogged, flights delayed

Mandar Deshpande
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Paud Road after a thunderstorm on Thursday afternoon

dor, Ranjana Navnath Giri, di-
ed after a tree fell on her aro-
und 3.30pm near Navshya Ma-
ruti Mandir. Two others susta-
ined minor Injuries in the
accident.

Flight operations in the ci-
ty were also hit, with an Indi-
Go Ahmedabad-Pune flight
(6E-522) diverted to Goa. Seve-

ral flights were delayed.
Emergency teams were
pressed into action across
multiple locations as strong
winds and heavyrain battered
the city during peak afterno-
on hours, compounding traf-
fic congestion and affecting
power supply in several areas.
The heavy downpour in NDA

affected locations such as Pas-
han, Bavdhan and Kothrud.

Thursday’s intense spell
of rain pushed Shivajinagar
into therecord books, with the
observatory logging its hig-
hest April rainfall in over a
century.

»Record downpour, P 3

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000




Blocked stormwater channels & drains
leave several roads knee-deep in water

Total Turmoll In Barely Two Hours Of Rain

Sarang.Dastane

@limesulindiacom

Pune: Choked  stormwaler
channels and drainnee cham-
s turned eity roads into
shallow ponds within an hour
of intense rainmfal on Thurs-
day afternoony, lnying b Pu
ne Municipal Corporation’s
plaring lsck of preparedness,

Activists  and  residents
squarely bliamed the warerdog-
ging aon construction debris
and swrbuge dumped along ro-
adsides, which were swopt
struight into stormwater and
drainage Tines, bloeking the
flow and worsening woaterlog:-
ging across large parts of the
city The situation turned sodi
ro that the PMC's disaster ma-
nogement cell was inundated
with over 18I waterlogging
compluints,

Activist Sandoap Khardo.
kar from Karvenagar sald In-
complotndrainagn works worne
o majorreason belind the cha-
o5 “Dmainage Hine warks re-
main unfinished everywhere,
The admintstration is simply
failing to tast truck these pro
Jeels, " hesall

Across the clty, citizens fo
und themselves tradging thim-
ueh e doep woter Trodfic
slowed 10 a crawl at eritical
Junctions ke the Cokl® fiyo
wir, JM Read and parts of old
Mumbal-1une read. The road
Teading lowards Sangamwadi
was completely submerged.
while similar seenes unfolded
in Bovdhan, Warje Malwadl,
and aking (he service reads of
Katrog-Debu Rood By poss,

Kushal Pradhan, who was
on way to his workplace, said,
“The amtorickshaw deiver; al-
ter driving for o while, sadd he
won'tgofurthoras itwas risky
While on way back. his auto
rickshaw stopped at the suart
of the Lullanagwr tlvover \We
got stuck for 20:25 minutes and
got drenched, * he told TO1L

Vivek Velanlar of Sajag
Nuoprik Manch snid the city
had no coherent plan to deal
with mounting construction
waste “In beavy dowvnpours,
oll the debris dumped on rood
sides  Inevitably Maws  Intp
stormwuter channels swhich
arn meant only for rainwater
Premonsoon cleaning works
must undergo thivibparty in.
spection. and responsibility
must he e, he said.

PMC officials atributed
the Nash Moading o the high
intensity of rainfall, snyingre-
spanss leams were deployed
swiftly and thot waterlogring
at several locatlons was chea-
red withinon hour afterthe e
Instopped

Anil Kadam of Shivajing
gar questioned PMOCs mainte-
nunce works, "Why are storm-
water dramscloanaed only aho.
uel of the monsoon? ‘I'his sho
uld be a yearround exoreise
Many dradnage chambers are
poacked with wasto, siltand de-
bris,” he sald.

Additioral municipal com-
missioner Omprokash Divie
sakl many areas recorded over
G0mm of reinfnll withinon ho
ur, leading 1o widespread wa-
terlogping. “re-moensoon
worksarestillinthe imitial sta-
pes. Cleaning has begun in so
me areas, and work in the ro.
malning parts will start by
nextwoek, Wo will take coe'roe.
tive measures st wll locarions
that  expeviencesd  watesdog-

Mes: tanzar Deshaanon, Svpam Sanar A Aunsi Singh

FLOODED STREET

! -

ging." hesaid,

At Pune alrport, Qvers iy
ond major issues gotting eabs
and peepold awtorickshaws.
Prakash Rajguru, an auto-
rickshaw driver said, “No au-
torickshasy was available af

-~
-
i~ =LY
P

PUSH

i

tha airport as all are stuck in
traflic in different ploces be
cause of the rain.” Soures at
AeroMull sadd cob movements
worn minimal because of the
SUINE reason

Cabs and autorickshaws

PEOPLE

 BRINK

45 o LT '-t'

\._‘. “.) h T '

e

) RN i’._?ﬂ
CONCRETE PLAN
» According to PMC,
axisting stormwater
channels are designed
to handle 50-60mm of
rainfall, while newty
merged areas are
being planned with
systems capable of
managing rainfall up

( NS

commussioner
Naval Kishore

Ram said the

== administration was
-4 considering reducing
concreting of smaller

overseeing
works," he sald

For emergencies call
on 020-25501269 and
020-25506800

woere unavailable in difforont
parts of the clty too, Mansoor
Shaitkh, who had o goto Camp
from Funitunagar sakd he tri-
od hooking cabsand autoricks
haws for 45 minutes, but none
of them scceptedrides.



Branches snap, traffic crawls
& areas plunge into darkness

Prasad Kulkarni,
Sarang Dastane &
Shashank Didmishe | Tnn

Pune: Thursday’s sharp rain
spell, lashing the city with fier-
ce winds, uprooted trees and
snapped branches, bringing
traffic to a halt and endange-
ring lives. Commuters were
stranded, vehicles damaged,
and several neighbourhoods
plunged into darkness — an
outcome residents say reflects
years of neglect in tree upkeep
and safety audits.

The residents said the ab-
sence of regulartrimmingand
systematic checks of aging
and dangerous trees had been
a ticking time bomb. On
Thursday, that bomb went off.
The civic administration rece-
ived over 100 complaints rela-
ted to uprooted and fallen tre-
es. While PMC’s disaster ma-
nagement cell reported 21 ca-
ses, the fire brigade alone
attended to 82 complaints from
across the city.

Kothrud resident Gauri
Kulkarni said, “When resi-
dents request tree cutting or
trimming, PMC officials do
not treat these demands with
urgency. Tomake matters wor-
se, private contractors charge
exorbitant fees.”

Responding, PMC additio-
nal commissioner Ompra-
kash Diwate said, “We have is-
sued instructions to the ward
offices and the garden depart-
ment to identify and trim
dangerous trees.”

In Pimpri Chinchwad too,
at least 17 tree-fall cases were
recorded. Fire officer Rushi-
kant Chipade said multiple fo-
ur-wheelers suffered damage
after trees collapsed in par-
king lots. “We pressed 10 fire
tenders, two rescue vans and
around 80 firemen into action
to control the situation,” he sa-
id. A retaining wall collapsed
in Ravet and a fire broke out at
an MSEDCL substation, tho-
ugh officials confirmed there
were no casualties.

As the rain raged on, large

Saket Tiwari

Lightning death toll this week

rises to four in Marathwada

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar: Lightning-related deaths in
Marathwada during the week rose to four, with Beed reporting
two more incidents, as unseasonal rain and hailstorms conti-
nued inthe region during evening and night hours.

The fresh spell of extreme weather events has also killed 77
cattle since March 30, and ravaged crops on over 5,345 hectares,
according to initial official assessment data. The data shows
that a minimum of around 8,780 farmers from 209 villages in
the region have been impacted.

Govind Lahane(21)and Aditya Bedre (20) are the two youths
killed in lightning strikes on March 30. Official details of the

two deaths from Beed district are awaited. tnn

parts of Pune and its suburbs
were left without electricity.
MSEDCL said the disruptions
were caused by tripping of ex-
tra high voltage (EHV) and
high-voltage lines, fallen trees,
submerged feeder boxes and
lightning strikes.

In Kothrud, a lightning
strike damaged the lightning
protection system of the Kun-
dannagari feeder, though po-
wer was restored through an
alternative route. A tripping
incident on the Nanded City
EHYV line plunged areas in the
Kothrud division into dar-
kness for half an hour. Resi-
dent Sudhir Khare said, “The-
re was an outage soon after ra-
in started around 2.30pm. Pro-
fessionals working from home
had a harrowing time.”

Power disruptions were al-
soreported from Shivajinagar,

Ganeshkhind, Khadki, Bavd-
han and Baner, Kondhwa and
Yewalewadi. In Pimpri and
Bhosari, the Ravet 22 KV line
tripped, affecting 58 transfor-
mers. A tree collapse at the old
Parvati power substation wor-
sened the situation, while wa-
terlogging led to supply inter-
ruptions on Sinhagad Road
and in Dhayari.

Kondhwa resident Fiza
Shaikh said, “Power went off
as soon as the rain began.
MSEDCL did not provide any
update.” Som Deshmukh of
Warje said there was no power
in his area for more than three
hours. MSEDCL officials said
patrolling was intensified
along the Khadakwasla and
Shravan feeder lines to detect
and address faults immediate-
ly. Supply in Vadachiwadi, un-
der Bund Garden , was hit too.



Falling treeso
kills vendor;
surge in calls

to fire brigade

Times News NETWORK

Pune: A 60-year-old flower ven-
dor, Ranjana Navnath Giri of
Ganeshmala off Sinhagad Ro-
ad,died afteratreecollapsedon
her around 3.30pm on Thurs-
day. Giri had taken shelter be-
neath the tree sudden heavy ra-
infall lashed the city:

Senior inspector Rajendra
Sahane of the Parvatipolice sa-
1d Giri was selling flowers on
the footpath when it began rai-
ning heavily. “She then moved
with the flowers under the tree
on Navshya Maruti Mandir La-
ne. The tree was already lea-
ning. Within minutes, strong
winds and heavy rainfall upro-
oted the tree, trapping Giri be-
neath it,” the officer said.

Residents immediately
alerted the police and fire bri-
gade. “Personnel from the fire
brigade carried out the rescue.
Giri, who suffered grievous in-
juries, was shifted to a private
hospital in Erandwane, where
doctors declared her dead,” Sa-
hane said.

Police have started the pro-
cess to register an accidental
death report. Sahane said Giri
would walk daily to the area to
sell flowers. The falling tree al-
so crushed a nearby fruit cart.

Pune mayor Manjusha
Nagpure visited the accident
spotlaterintheday. “There was
cloudburst-like rain accompa-
nied by strong winds, which
caused several trees and bran-
chestocollapse. Given the seve-
rity of the rainfall, very little
could have been done at that
moment,” she said.

Overall, the city fire briga-
de received a total of 84 calls re-
lated to tree falls on Thursday;
along with six reports of water
entering houses and hutments.
“We started receiving calls aro-
und 2.30pm, and they continu-
ed till 7.30pm,” city fire brigade
chief Devendra Potphode said.

A car was also damaged af-
teratreefell onitin Hadapsar’s
Gadital area.



At 65mm, Shivajinagar logs highest
single-day rain for April since 1896

Neha.Madaan@timesofindia.com

Pune: India Meteorological Department data
showed that Shivajinagarrecorded 65mmrain-
fall in nearly two hours on Thursday, making it
the highest April daily rainfall since 1896. The
previous highest for April, as per IMD records,
was 51.1mm on April 4,1896.

Ashish Gupta

A makeshift wall collapsed in Baner on Thursday
“Thursday’srecord-breaking Aprilrainfall

over Pune was driven by lower-level wind con-

vergence, further enhanced by upper-level di-
vergence ahead of an approaching southward-
dipping western disturbance trough. This set-
up promoted rapid uplift of warm air, while
moisture incursion from the Arabian Sea pro-
vided the necessary fuel, resulting in intense

convective activity,” said independent fore-
caster Abhijit Modak.

Rainfall was intense in parts of the city and
nearby areas, with NDA recording the highest
at 84mm, followed by Shivajinagar (65mm)and
Hadapsar (42.5mm). Areas such as Pashan
(36.3mm), Dapodi (29mm) and Chinchwad
(28.5mm) also received significant showers, in-
dicating a fairly widespread weather event.

Several parts of the city witnessed severe
flooding. In some areas, motorists were seen
pushing stalled cars as roads turned into
streams within minutes of the sudden down-
pour.

At Pune airport, flyers faced major issues
getting cabs and pre-paid autorickshaws. Pra-
kash Rajguru, an autorickshaw driver, said,
“No autorickshaw was available at the airport
asall were stuck in traffic in different places be-
cause of the rain.” Sources at AeroMall said
cab movements were minimal because of the
same reason.

Cabs and autorickshaws in different parts
of the city were unavailable. Emergency re-
sponse teams were deployed across the city,
with around 20 fire engines, two rescue vans
and nearly 100 personnel engaged in clearing
uprooted trees and handling related incidents.
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Woman killed as record

City logs highest-ever
single-day April
downpour, surpasses
previous record set
on April 4, 1896

Gayatri Vajpeyee

puneletters@hindustan times.com

PUNE: A woman was killed and
two other persons were injured
after a tree collapsed on Sinha-
gad road as Pune witnessed its
highest-ever single-day rainfall
for April, with the unseasonal
heavy downpour crippling nor-
mal life across the city on
Wednesday.

The woman, identified as
Ranjana Navnath Giri, died near
Navshya Maruti temple after a
tree in the vicinity got uprooted
by strong winds and heavy rain.
Two other persons suffered
injuries and were rushed to a
nearby hospital.

According to the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD),
Shivajinagar recorded 65 mm
rainfall — the highest-ever for a
single day in April —surpassing
the previous record of 5L1 mm
set on April 4, 1896.

The intense spell, accompa-
nied by gusty winds and thun-
derstorms, caused widespread
disruption with waterlogging,
trees falling and traffic snarls
reported across Pune and Pim-
pri-Chinchwad.

As per civic data, some arcas
witnessed over 100 mm rainfall
within an hour, with Khadak-
wasla with 104.2 mm and Sin-
hagad road with 100.2 mm
recording ‘cloudburst-like’ con-
ditons,

Emergency services were
stretched as the fire brigade
responded to over 80 incidents
of treefall in Pune and addi-
tional calls from Pimpri-
Chinchwad.

Several roads were blocked,
vehicles damaged, and power
supply disturbed in parts of the
city.

Mayor Manjusha Nagpure,
who visited the affected areas,
said that the intensity of rainfall
caught the administration off
guard,

“Pre-monsoon works have
begun but such heavy rainfall is
usually expected only in June,
This was an extreme and early
weather event,” she said.

Residents flagged recurring
civic issues. Ravindra Sable
from Hadapsar said that he was
stuck in traffic for over an hour
on a routine 15-minute stretch,
“Vehicles were breaking down
in waterlogged patches. It was
complete chaos,” he said.

Sonali Shelke, a resident of
Samata Nagar, said, “This hap-
pens every vear. Despite
repeated complaints, there is no
long-term solution to flooding
in our area.”

Meteorologists attributed the
unscasonal rain to multiple
active weather systems, includ-
ing a western disturbance and
troughs extending across parts
of the country, leading to heavy
moisture inflow from the Ara-
bian Sea and Bay of Bengal.
Weather expert SD Sanap said
that the southward shift of the
jet stream had intensified rain-
fall activity over Pune, particu-
larly in the southern and west-
ern parts.

The IMD has issued a yellow
alert for April 3, forecasting
light to moderate rainfall with
thunderstorms, although the
intensity is expected to reduce
from April 4.

Several roads were blocked, vehicles damaged.  MAHENDRA KOLHE/MNT

Ahmedabad-Pune
flight diverted to Goa

dheera) bengrut@htlive com

PUNE: An IndiGo flight from
Ahmedabad to Pune was
diverted to Goa on Thursday
due to heavy rainfall and poor
visibility at the Pune airport,
According to the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) Pune
authorities, IndiGo flight 6E522,
operating on the Ahmedabad-
Pune route, was forced to
change course mid-air because
low visibility made landing
unsafe. The flight departed
from Ahmedabad around 1:40
pm and was scheduled to land
in Pune at 3:35 pm. The flight
was subsequently diverted to
Manohar International Airport,
where it landed safely at
approximately 4:20 pm.

The sudden change in plans
caused inconvenience to pas-
sengers, who were left waiting
for further arrangements to
reach Pune.

“Due to continuous rainfall
and poor visibility, the flight
could not land safely in Pune.
Passenger safety is our top pri-
ority, and therefore the aircraft
was diverted as per standard
protocol,” said Santosh Dhoke,
director, Pune airport.

INDIGO FLIGHT
6E522 FORCED TO
CHANGE COURSE
MID-AIR AS LOW
VISIBILITY MADE
LANDING UNSAFE

\.l

Pre-monsoon
works have begun
but such heavy
rainfall is usually
expected only in
June. This was an
extreme and carly
weather event that
caught PMC off
guard.

MANJUSHA NAGPURE,

mayor, Pune

Rainfall
Recorded on
April 2
AREA IN MM
84.0
65.0
42.5
36.3
29.0
28.5
18.5
13.5
13.0
12.0
65
4.5
Kurvande 2.5 -

NDA
Shivajinagar
Hadapsar
Pashan
Dapodi
Chinchwad
Malin
Dudulgaon
Nimgiri
Narayangoan

Talegaon

Rajourunagar






